END OF TERM 1

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
It’s been a high energy first term for all of us here at The Sittingbourne School! The students have experienced a fantastically packed
programme of events and learning opportunities. We’ve had our annual attendance fair, Open Evening, ‘Drop Everything and Talk’, Black
History Month, European Day of Languages, World Mental Health Day, geography field trips, Year 11 Parents’ Evening Plus… and a constant
stream of Year 6 children and their parents visiting the school with a view to starting here next September.
This term, we have made some important appointments and I am sure you will join us in congratulating our Year 11 ambassadors who were
successful in being appointed to lead the student body. Congratulations to Juliette Veal and Kacy Mannering who are our new Heads of
Student Leadership. Congratulations also to Joe Phillips and Aemelia Alexander-Cole our new Deputies of Student Leadership. It was a very
tough field to be selected from, as all our Year 11 ambassadors are such committed and brilliant representatives of the school. So again, very
well-done Juliette, Kacy, Joe and Aemelia! We are all very much looking forward to seeing you develop as leaders over the coming year.
This year, the school is also fortunate to have a highly talented and expanded team of Deputy Headteachers to support me in leading the
school. Joining Mr Southall (Raising Standards and Curriculum) are Mrs Sapp (Teaching and Learning), Miss Lorman (Culture and Ethos) and Ms
Van Deelen (Staff Development). All four are thoroughly dedicated to developing our students’ success through Learning, Character,
Community and Achievement.
As is usual for this time of year, we encourage Year 11 and Sixth Form student to use the next two weeks of holiday time wisely – to rest and to
study in preparation for the upcoming mock examinations. We would like to thank parents in advance for doing what they can to support in
this.
Wishing all a happy and restful break.

Yours faithfully
Ms Y Peden
Headteacher
The majority of letters and communication will be sent to you via Edulink email as well as added to our website. Please keep an eye on your
emails, our school website, Twitter and Facebook for up to date school information, thank you.
www.thesittingbourneschool.org.uk

COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT POINTS FOR TERM 1
Scores for Term 1 community achievement points will be advertised in the next newsletter at the end of Term 2. These scores are live and
change right up to the last second of the term and therefore an accurate count for each term can only be done once the term has ended.
Continue to work hard and gaining those points - good luck!

All students and teachers now have free access to Seneca - a revision and homework platform making studying more fun. Seneca is an
interactive way to learn official course content. Their web app covers 150+ exam board specific courses condensing what students need to
know for their exams. The software is able to identify gaps in learning. For instance, when you get a question wrong, the platform will repeat the
topic in different formats and their smart algorithm has proven to make students remember topics 2x faster. Seneca is totally free for students,
teacher and parents. You can sign up via senecalearning.com.

OPEN EVENING: THURSDAY 26 SEPTEMBER
Our annual Open Evening was held on 26 September for prospective Year 6 students and their
parents. It was attended by around 500 families! Visitors were impressed with the departmental
displays and activities. There were many compliments for our student tour guides who did an
excellent job of showcasing the school. The feedback from parents and potential students was
very positive and it looks like we will be an extremely popular choice when selections are made
ready for the next academic year.

A CELEBRATION OF ATTENDANCE
The Sittingbourne School have been celebrating the attendance of students. A celebration
evening in the Bourne Hall on Tuesday 1 October, celebrated students with 100% attendance for
one year, two years, three years and four years of school. Music students performed some
fantastic pieces to add to the enjoyment of the evening. In addition, parents and carers were
invited to celebrate with their children, with canapé’s, a drinks reception and a wonderful
performance by the music department.
In addition to this, Thursday 12 September saw our students have a fun-filled afternoon at our
Attendance Celebration Event. We recognise that not all students are able to have perfect
attendance, so we rewarded all students with above 96+% attendance, those who have made
great improvements on their attendance and for students who make it into school, against the
odds. Students had a number of inflatable activities to enjoy as well as access to a free ice-cream
van.
At The Sittingbourne School, we appreciate the support of parents and carers in ensuring our
students are in lessons as much as possible, in order to give them the best education possible and
help them become successful adults. Our expected level of attendance is 96% and we will notify
parents if their child’s attendance falls below this. Thank you for your efforts this year and we look
forward to hosting similar events next year!

ORACY DAY AT THE SITTINGBOURNE SCHOOL
The Sittingbourne School is committed to developing oracy amongst students. Conversation, speaking and listening forming part of overall
communication is key for developing valuable skills as our students approach adult life and the workplace.
In the special provision for deaf students, communication includes British Sign Language. Our deaf students spent Wednesday 9 October,
Oracy Day, working in teams to independently solve a range of complex problems. Not only was this designed to develop their teamwork,
social and communication skills, it also developed their critical and logical thinking which will benefit them in dealing with new situations and
problems in daily life.
The provision provided each team with a theme which engaged the students fully in their tasks. Students including Olivia Reynolds, Jessica
Baker, Reece Attree and Emre Karademir felt that it helped them to develop relationships, work as part of a team and cooperate with other
peers they were less familiar with. They said that they were engaged and realised that they listened to other people. They commented that
the tasks were not easy to complete, but as they developed their skills and supported each other, it became easier.
Overall, students said that they would contribute more to lessons in the future and feel confident about speaking to new people. Mrs Daynes,
Head of the Provision for Hearing Impaired, stated that students surpassed all expectations, working independently, developing oracy,
collaboration and leadership skills.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY: THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER
On Thursday 10 October, our students were all encouraged to
wear a yellow ribbon in support of World Mental Health Day
2019. TSS work closely with Young Minds, and their project
#HelloYellow which promotes mental health awareness. It is
important for our students to feel comfortable with mental
health issues and this event was just part of the work TSS does in
support of this.

GCSE GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIPS
Year 11 geography students have participated in two compulsory field trips this term. The first trip
focused on coastal landscapes; a trip conducted along the North Kent coast at Reculver. The
geographical focus for the second trip was urban issues and challenges based in Faversham. The
purpose of both field trips was to enable students to collect primary data, which they will use in
preparation for Unit 3: geographical applications.
Students fully participated in the field work activities and successfully collected the necessary data.
The weather helped – no rain on any of the 4 days! There was positive feedback from the public,
including the Mayor of Faversham, Alison Reynolds. She commented on how well-behaved and smart
the students were. In addition, Martin Hewitt from Shepherd Neame Brewery hoped to support the
school, inviting students and staff to have a tour of the brewery in the future.

LANGUAGES SUCCESS
Over 70 of our current Year 9 students successfully completed the FCSE (Foundation Certificate of Secondary Education) in French whilst in
Year 8.
Students studied for this externally assessed qualification through their normal classroom teaching in French. The examination, which is
excellent preparation for GCSE, covers a variety of topics such as relationships, food and drink, the environment, hometown and freetime.
Students are assessed on their skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking.
A number of students achieved the highest grade of Distinction; an amazing feat considering that they had only two years of language
learning behind them. Many of these students have chosen to continue with French as a GCSE.
Joseph Crowe, Chantelle Hammond, James Legg, Mia McGuane, Macey Seager, Tom Seale,
Finlay Shepherd, Armelle St.Pierre, Aimee Stickells
Well done to all our talented language students!

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES: 26 SEPTEMBER
The Languages Department celebrated the European Day of languages with a Great European Bake-Off. Students and staff baked some
amazing cakes with the winning designs. In addition, assemblies led by Ms van Deelen focused on the benefits of learning languages through
with a poem which explains why it is such a great thing to do.
Learning a language
Is like doing a jigsaw puzzle
Of a million pieces
With a picture that keeps changing.
It's like getting lost in a foreign city without a map.
It's like playing tennis without a ball,
like being an ant in a field of grasshoppers.
It's like being an acrobat with a broken leg,
An actor without a script,
A carpenter without a saw,
A storyteller without a middle or an end.
But then gradually
It's like being out in the early morning
with the mists lifting...

...It's like a chink of light under a door,
like finding the glove you were looking for,
Catching the train you thought you were going to miss,
Getting an unlooked-for present,
Exchanging a smile.
And then one day it's like riding a bicycle
Very fast downhill.

NYC QUIZ NIGHT
After 9 months of planning, at the time of writing we are just over a week away from taking the first set of Sixth Form students to New York. It
was always promised that the students would do at least one fundraising event before departing to NYC on Monday 14 October. True to their
word, on Friday 4 October, the students put on a very well received quiz night. A night that raised a total of £432 for the 8 Sixth Form students.
A whole range of people were involved in this event to help make it the success it was.
Attending were parents/carers, teachers (both TSS and other schools from within the Trust) and former students who helped to create a buzzing
atmosphere. It was an event that was gratefully supported by outside employers, who contributed many of the raffle prizes.
Visiting New York’s major attractions (Ground Zero, Statue of Liberty, Empire State Building, Madison Square Gardens, Central Park) whilst based
in Manhattan between 14 and 18 October, the students will also be provided the added cultural experience of visiting the UN (United Nations)
and the NYSE (New York Stock Exchange), the latter enabling the students to observe the New York Stock Exchange opening morning bell!
With an added £432 to be distributed across the group of 8, the students now hope this may fund a Broadway show, or maybe a basketball
game to see the New York Knicks play at Madison Square Gardens.
On behalf of the Sixth Form students I would like to thank all the staff who attended the quiz on Friday night...and well done on the English
department for winning yet another school quiz! I would also like to thank the following businesses for donating to the quiz night and making
the raffle prizes possible for the event.
●
●
●
●

Macknade Fine Foods of Faversham - a £50+ hamper.
Global Image Sports: 2 pairs of free EPL tickets - West Ham vs Everton at the London Stadium early 2020.
Vesper247.com for donating £200 worth of gift vouchers towards a fashion dress.
Hydratem8 for donating a set of top of the range flasks and bottles.

With a very tight schedule to work towards, we look forward to returning and being able to share in greater detail the student experiences
gained whilst visiting the Big Apple... remember, if we can make it there, we can make it anywhere! Thanks to everyone who made the quiz
night a memorable event. The students are very grateful for your unbelievable support!

ARTS AWARD - BRONZE
Arts Award takes place every Monday in the art department from 3.15pm to 4.15pm. The
current theme is recycling. Students from all year groups are welcome to come along
and join in.

MURAL
The art department would like to share the memorial mural painted by our Sixth form Art
Ambassador in memory of Elizabeth Adames. A wonderful piece of thoughtful artwork to
remember Lizzie by. The mural will soon be placed on the wall next to Lizzie’s bench
outside the Speech and Language Unit.

JOHN DOWNTON AWARDS
Congratulations to students Phoebe Murton and Jeozyra
Bautista who have been shortlisted for the John Downton Award
for Young Artists. Their work will be on show at the County Hall in
Maidstone from 22 October 2019 until 8 January 2020.
The John Downton Award for Young Artists is an annual
exhibition which encourages and celebrates the creativity of
Kent’s young artists. It is open to students aged 11 to 18 from
schools and colleges across Kent.
The Award is hosted by KCC on behalf of the John Downton
Trust. The exhibition commemorates the life and work of John
Downton, the celebrated Kent artist, poet and philosopher.

PAW SUPPORT
Percy is a therapy dog who supports children and young people with a range of
needs and in a variety of situations, raising their confidence and enhancing
well-being.
Percy works alongside the specialist teaching service and has been visiting TSS for
several weeks to help support students transitioning from other schools. He has
become something of a celebrity amongst our students and is always made very
welcome.
He has certainly helped a number of children settle into our school and we hope
that the children can continue to enjoy visits from him.
Harrison Sands and Abbie Day pictured (right) with Percy the dog

DRAMA NIGHT 2020
Drama Night 2020 will be staged on 16 January 2020. This night encompasses
numerous different performances from musical theatre to comedy, tragedy to
contemporary dance. The evening is going to be a cabaret style evening and ticket
prices on the door will be £4.00 each. Come along and watch our students perform!
16 January 2020, Community Theatre doors open at 7.00pm. Tickets £4.00 each.

SHEPPEY FM SUMMER RADIO CLUB
During the summer holidays, two of our students took part in the Sheppey FM ‘Summer
Radio Club’ where they learnt about becoming radio presenters. Paul McKechnie,
Year 10 Aquila and Veronica Laidlaw, Year 7 Phoenix took part in the 4 week course.
The students learnt about playlisting, production, interviewing techniques, editing,
advertising, presenting, how radio works and what makes good radio. The end result
of the course was presenting live on the radio. Students received certificates and a
copy of their time slot on the radio. The Sittingbourne School’s Mr Judd (a presenter
on local radio for 12 years), joined Sheppey FM trainers Mick Kenten and Amanda
Cooper and said it was great to see the students learn so much during their free time.

USEFUL INFORMATION
EXTRACURRICULAR

HOMEWORK HELP AND INDEPENDENT LEARNING
Student Ambassadors’ Support: library 8.00-8.30am every morning.
Resources and assistance are available to all students in the school library before school, at break, at lunch and after school.
Students should be doing Independent Learning every week. Core subjects set Independent Learning on a weekly basis. Most of this
learning can be done on Google Classrooms which parents can access using their child’s login. If your child has any technical issues, please
ask them to email Mr Williams, shane.williams@swale.at. If they have any other issues regarding independent learning, please ask them to
email Miss Mynott, heather.mynott@swale.at.

USEFUL INFORMATION
SCHOOL TIMINGS
Year 7 to Year 11

Sixth Form

Period

Start

End

Period

Start

End

Period 1

8.40am

9.40am

Period 1

8.40am

9.40am

Period 2

9.40am

10.40am

Period 2

9.40am

10.40am

Break

10.40am

11.10am

Break

10.40am

11.10am

Period 3

11.10am

12.10pm

Period 3

11.10am

12.10pm

Period 4

12.10pm

1.10pm

Lunch & travel

12.10pm

1.00pm

Lunch

1.10pm

1.40pm

Period 4a

1.00pm

2.00pm

Tutor

1.40pm

2.00pm

Period 5

2.00pm

3.00pm

Period 5

2.00pm

3.00pm

COMMUNITY STRUCTURE
AQUILA:

Principal: Mr D Clarke

Vice Principal: Mr R Dengate/Mrs C Hills

Aquila Pupil Support Manager: Mr T Ayed

ORION:

Principal: Mr J Crofskey

Vice Principal: Mr A Ball

Orion Pupil Support Manager: Miss K Hilton

PHOENIX:

Principal: Mrs T Harvey

Vice Principal: Mrs D Mulhall

Phoenix Pupil Support Manager: Mr M Judd

Whole School Pupil Support Manager: Miss K Staveley
ARCHER Year 11 Lead: Miss S Catt

Year 11 Learning Leader: Miss L Allum

Year 11 Pupil Support Manager: Miss G Povey

ARCHER Sixth Form :

Vice Principals: Mrs J Moir/Mr D Collins

Sixth Form Pupil Support Manager: Mr M Harvey

Principal: Mrs J Noble

Full contact details for community staff can be found on our school website under Information/Contacts.

USEFUL INFORMATION
ATTENDANCE INFORMATION
Absence procedure: If your child is unable to attend school, please inform the Attendance Officer via email or telephone as soon as possible.
Medical appointments: If your child has a medical appointment, please ensure you bring them into school before/after the appointment to
ensure their attendance percentage is maintained above 96%. Evidence must be provided for all appointments to ensure the absence is
authorised. Where possible, please try to make appointments for after school.
Attendance Team:
Mrs O Wheeler, Assistant Headteacher & Attendance Lead: T: 01795 472449 extension 231, E: orla.wheeler@swale.at
Ms C Cox, Attendance Officer: T: 01795 472449 extension 232, E: cherise.cox@swale.at
Ms T Morris, SEAAS Officer: T: 07983 394 789, E: tinamorris@seaas.co.uk

SCHOOL UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS
There is an expectation that all our students attend school in the full and correct school uniform. We also ask that they bring the correct
equipment for their day. Please encourage your child to look smart and be prepared for school every day. Our uniform policy is available to
review on our school website.

PE UNIFORM
The TSS PE kit is available to order online directly from Watermelon Workwear via their website www.watermelonworkwear.co.uk. We will
expect all students to be wearing the new compulsory items from the PE kit listed below by the start of Term 1 (August 2019). You can request
your order to be delivered direct to your home or to school for collection.
Compulsory items required by all students are: unisex t-shirt or fitted top and shorts and/or tracksuit bottoms. Additional non-compulsory items
are available to purchase: sports leggings and unisex base layer. * Year 10 students need only purchase a PE t-shirt.

USEFUL INFORMATION
DO WE HAVE YOUR UP TO DATE CONTACT DETAILS?
We value your support and active involvement in our learning community. In order to ensure you do not miss out on valuable information,
please inform the school as soon as possible with any changes (including new email address or mobile number). Please note: according to
new guidance called Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2018) the school is required to have at least two emergency contacts
with a current telephone number for every student. An inactive phone number could lead to your child not being safe or the school needing
to contact the police in case of an emergency. It is your responsibility to inform the school of a change in an emergency contact’s number.
All newsletters, school reports, letters, etc. are sent to you via email only. Please therefore ensure that you have given us your up to date email
address and check this regularly for our communications. Without this, you could miss out on vital information. We will continue to add
information on our website. If you have not given us your email address, please urgently send an email to the address below stating your full
name as well as your child’s full name and their date of birth. Thank you for supporting us in our drive to make communication more efficient
and environmentally friendly. tss-office@swale.at

EDULINK ONE
Please remember to sign up to the Eduline One app, a mobile app that allows teachers, parents and students to
communicate and access information in one place. All students/parents/carers of Year 7 through to Year 11 should
now have received information on how to do this. We know that strong communication links are vital and this is one of
our key objectives.

TELEPHONE CALLS, REQUESTS FOR APPOINTMENTS, DROP-IN SESSIONS AND MEETINGS
We aim to respond to phone calls and messages promptly and will do so within a 24 hour period where possible and
appropriate.
The earliest daily appointment slot with any member of staff would be 8.00am, the last daily appointment is 5.15pm.
Headteacher drop-in sessions run weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8.40am and 9.40am. These are the only
appointments that do not need to be booked ahead.
If you wish to make an appointment with a member of staff please contact the school office who will be happy to
take a message and pass this to the relevant person to contact you. We are unable to accept ‘no notice’
appointments (with the exception of the headteacher drop-in sessions).

USEFUL INFORMATION
PARENTS’ EVENING DATES
Parents’ Evenings are a time for you to speak to your child’s teachers about their progress and we encourage all parents/carers attend these
important annual events. Parents’ Evenings will take place from 3.45pm to 6.45pm on each of the dates listed below. Information regarding
how to book teacher appointments on the Edulink app will be sent via email to parents/carers nearer to the relevant dates.

Year 11:

Thursday 10 October 2019 (Parents Evening +)

Year 8:

Thursday 14 November 2019

Year 7:

Thursday 28 November 2019

Year 12:

Thursday 5 December 2019 @ TSS (Wednesday 4 December for Westlands subjects)

Year 10:

Thursday 23 January 2020

Year 13:

Thursday 6 February 2020 @ TSS (Wednesday 5 February for Westlands subjects)

Year 9:

Thursday 12 March 2020

Year 10:

Tuesday 31 March 2020 (Preparation for Year 11)

TERM DATES FOR 2019 TO 2020
TERM 1
Term 1 starts:
Term 1 ends:

Tuesday 27 August 2019
Friday 11 October 2019

Staff development day: Tuesday 27 August 2019
Year 7 only – Wednesday 28 August 2019
New Year 12 Enrolment and Induction Day: Wednesday 28 August 2019
Whole school to start back on Thursday 29 August 2019 (Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13)
Year 12 lessons begin on Monday 2 September 2019
School holiday: Monday 14 October to Friday 25 October 2019

TERM 2
Term 2 starts: Monday 28 October 2019
Term 2 ends: Wednesday 18 December 2019
Staff development day: Friday 22 November 2019
School holiday: Thursday 19 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

Term 3
Term 3 starts: Monday 6 January 2020
Term 3 ends: Friday 14 February 2020
School holiday: Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February 2020

TERM DATES FOR 2019 TO 2020
TERM 4
Term 4 starts:
Term 4 ends:

Monday 24 February 2020
Wednesday 1 April 2020

School holiday: Thursday 2 April to Wednesday 15 April 2020

TERM 5
Term 5 starts: Thursday 16 April 2020
Term 5 ends: Friday 22 May 2020
School holiday: Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May 2020

TERM 6
Term 6 starts: Monday 1 June 2020
Term 6 ends: Thursday 23 July 2020
Staff development days: Monday 29 June, Tuesday 30 June and Thursday 23 July 2020
Please note official government changes to the Bank holiday on 4 May 2020. This has been moved to Friday 8 May 2020 to coincide with VE
Day Celebrations.

TERM DATES FOR 2020 TO 2021 (PROVISIONAL)
TERM 1
Term 1 starts:
Term 1 ends:

Tuesday 1 September 2020
Friday 23 October 2020

Staff development days: Tuesday 1 September and Friday 23 October 2020
School holiday: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020

TERM 2
Term 2 starts: Monday 2 November 2020
Term 2 ends: Friday 18 December 2020
Staff development day: Friday 20 November 2020 (provisional)
School holiday: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021

TERM 3
Term 3 starts: Monday 4 January 2021
Term 3 ends: Friday 12 February 2021
School holiday: Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February 2021

TERM DATES FOR 2020 TO 2021 (PROVISIONAL)
TERM 4
Term 4 starts:
Term 4 ends:

Monday 22 February 2021
Thursday 1 April 2021

Staff development day: Monday 22 February 2021
School holiday: Friday 2 April to Friday 16 April 2021

TERM 5
Term 5 starts: Monday 19 April 2021
Term 5 ends: Friday 28 May 2021
School holiday: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021

TERM 6
Term 6 starts: Monday 7 June 2021
Term 6 ends: Wednesday 21 July 2021
Staff development day: Friday 2 July 2021 (provisional)

Full term details can be found on our website

TERM 6 NEWSLETTER

