END OF TERM 3
2020

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers
As the term ends, we would like to praise the application to learning our students have demonstrated – even on the coldest and wettest days.
Naturally, Sixth Form and Year 11 students have stepped up their hard work and focus and will continue to do so in the weeks to come. To help
their examination preparation, we are running a number of revision sessions over the break and we ask that parents/carers of our older
students encourage attendance to these, as well as the numerous after school sessions during term time.
In light of current news reports, we are aware that some parents may be concerned about coronavirus. At this stage, there is no cause for
alarm; however, the school is keeping abreast of all developments and we receive regular updates directly from government. Of course, we
will let you know immediately should the situation change. (Please see the link below to further information and guidance.)
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public
As a school, we are working very hard to develop good character in students, which includes respect for community and a sense of
responsibility towards creating positive relationships. We believe in the importance of all adults working together in modelling good character
to our young people.
I must take this opportunity to appeal to parents/carers to be considerate of our neighbours when dropping off and collecting children from
school. Unfortunately, we have been receiving complaints from residents as they are often not able to leave or access their properties due to
people parking across drives, on verges and blocking narrow streets. Understandably, this is causing considerable inconvenience and upset.
There are also issues with litter. We therefore ask that those who need to park in the areas surrounding the school support us in keeping positive
relations with the local community.
On a much more positive note… last night, I attended the Phase Four dance show. It was such a wonderful display of the creativity and talent
in the school – and fantastic entertainment! (I’ll never look at my cat in the same way again.) Very well done to all those involved!
Please see more of the great things our students have been up to in the following pages.
Wishing all a restful half term.
Yours faithfully
Ms Y Peden
Headteacher
The majority of letters and communication will be sent to you via Edulink email. Please keep an eye on your emails, our school website and
our official social media sites (Twitter, Facebook) for up to date school information, thank you. www.thesittingbourneschool.org.uk

COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT POINTS FOR TERM 2

Orion: 7907
Phoenix: 7195
Aquila: 7108
Orion Winning Tutor Groups: 7-Ori-1 (942 points), 8-Ori-2 (713 points), 9-Ori-4 (589 points), 10-Ori-2 (422 points)
Orion Winning Students: Year 7: Rachael U, Year 8: Harvey H, Year 9: Prestyn R, Year 10: Angel-Honey S
Phoenix Winning Tutor Groups: 7-Pho-1 (690 points), 8-Pho-3 (920 points), 9-Pho-3 (461 points), 10-Pho-1 (362 points)
Phoenix Winning Students: Year 7: Billy G, Year 8: Oliver J, Year 9: Jessica A, Year 10: Brandon P
Aquila Winning Tutor Groups: 7-Aqu-1 (995 points), Year 8: 8-Aqu-1 (1175 points), Year 9: 9-Aqu-4 (340 points), Year 10:
10-Aqu-3 (339 points)
Aquila Winning Students: Year 7: Jack H, Year 8: Megan B, Year 9: Alfie T, Year 10: Louise P

All students and teachers now have free access to Seneca - a revision and homework platform making studying more fun. Seneca is an
interactive way to learn official course content. Their web app covers 150+ exam board specific courses condensing what students need to
know for their exams. The software is able to identify gaps in learning. For instance, when you get a question wrong, the platform will repeat the
topic in different formats and their smart algorithm has proven to make students remember topics 2x faster. Seneca is totally free for students,
teacher and parents. You can sign up via www.senecalearning.com.

FEBRUARY HALF TERM OSL FOR YEAR 11 STUDENTS
Over the half term period, we are running additional OSL sessions to our Year 11 students so they are able to complete any outstanding
coursework, as well as targeted revision. The sessions will follow the schedule below:

Monday 17 February
Maths: 9.00am to 11.00am
Music: 11.00am to 2.00pm
Business: 11.00am to 2.00pm

Tuesday 18 February
Science: 9.00am to 11.00am
Music: 11.00am to 2.00pm
Business: 11.00am to 2.00pm

Wednesday 19 February
Business: 10.00am to 2.00pm
Dance: 10.00am to 2.00pm

Thursday 20 February
Business: 10.00am to 2.00pm

Friday 21 February
Geography: 10.00am to 12.00pm
Computer science: 12.00pm to 4.00pm

REWARDS AND GREEN SCHOOL
With climate change being such an important issue for our students, raising the profile of how they can reduce their energy use, general
waste and recycle more, is a high priority for us here at The Sittingbourne School. On Wednesday 29 January, students in Year 7 through to
to Year 10 took part in a climate change debate. Students were placed in groups and asked to decide which of the main contributors to
carbon dioxide, should be stopped; transport use, landfills, using electricity and eating meat. Students showed maturity and enthusiasm
when discussing this topic, which raised awareness of their individual impact on climate change.
We already recycle paper at school, but now we have installed a crisp packet recycling bin too. Students can now recycle their empty
crisp packets, which is not only good for helping the environment but also contributes to raising money for the Kent Air Ambulance.
If you have any questions or ideas regarding
becoming a more environmentally friendly
school, please contact Mrs Hill.

KENT YOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL
Kent Youth County Council voices the views and opinions of Kent’s young people. It helps the youth understand
the importance of engaging in the democratic process and learn how their vote can make a difference. Four
young people are elected to represent each district in Kent. This year two of our students have been appointed to
represent Swale: Lacie I, a member and William M, a deputy. Lacie is a passionate, dedicated student who wants
to make a positive impact to student life in Kent and William wishes to make a difference in young disabled
students. We like to congratulate and wish our two students the very best in their roles.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS
After a successful Bronze Award programme last year, we are excited to announce that we have now introduced the Silver Award to The
Sittingbourne School. We have 8 students in this programme, 1 of whom, Joshua J, has been appointed Young Ambassador. He showed
great character and leadership skills during the completion of his Bronze Award last year.
We are delighted to have an increase in the number of students signing up for our Bronze Award this year,
in fact, more than double last year with 47 students now signed up and working on their Award. This
coming year we will have expedition trips locally in the Sittingbourne area, North Downs and even further
afield to the New Forest.
We wish all our students the best of luck in their chosen activities which sees some students volunteering in
charity shops, residential homes and taking up new sports such as archery, swimming as well as helping in
their local community.

SWALE YOUTH COUNCIL
This term our Student Ambassadors attended the Swale Youth Council meeting at The Abbey School in Faversham. The students had to
make a presentation on food waste within Swale. The students presented their findings to a group of local cabinet members and to the
Mayor of Swale. They then posed some challenging questions to ask them about how they could help to reduce the amount of food waste
within Swale. The Ambassadors were all excellent presenters and articulated themselves brilliantly. One of the cabinet members even
congratulated our Ambassadors on the research they had completed and the amount of detail they had in their presentation.

TSS Student
Ambassadors
(far right)

ORACY DAY IN THE DDS
Deaf students were over the moon on Wednesday 29 January, when Jayne Fletcher, also known as Fletch, one of the best known deaf, sign
song performers in the UK paid them a visit. Year 9 student Rebecca B said that it had made one of her dreams come true! Fletch is a sign
song performer who translates popular songs into British Sign Language making them accessible to all. She has performed on some big stages
including signing for Ronan Keating at Wembley Arena. In 2012, Fletch won the Prince Charles Trust, Celebrate Success Award and now
delivers workshops to a diverse range of groups.
Fletch is an inspiration to young deaf people giving them confidence to communicate and follow their goals and dreams. Deaf students used
Oracy Day to develop and perform their own work which was showcased in the afternoon.

ACHIEVEMENTS IN ACCELERATED READER
Accelerated Reader is a reading programme that supports Year 7 and Year 8’s reading. During their weekly library lesson, the students have
an opportunity to read and enjoy books. Once a book has been finished, students must complete a quiz and if they achieve 100%, they gain
an achievement point for their class. At the end of each term, library staff review the data and award the winners.
The library team wish to congratulate the following students:
Term 1:
Harrison S for reading the most words in Year 7. Harrison received a £5 voucher to spend in WH Smith.
The two winning classes who achieved the most 100% scores on the quizzes taken, were 7-Aquila-3 and 8-Orion-4.
Term 2:
Well done to Michelle K, Year 7 and Lucy P, Year 8 for reading the most words. Both students received £5 vouchers.
The winning classes for Term 2 were 7-Phoenix-4 and 8-Orion-4.
Congratulations to those who have taken part in our Accelerated Reader programme. Great work, keep reading!

COPPER COIN TUTOR TIME COMPETITION
During Term 2, tutor groups were set a challenge to raise money for charity. Each tutor group was asked to collect copper coins and make a
picture with them. The picture was to represent the groups chosen charity and the money was donated to the charity portrayed by the
winning group.
A fantastic £120 was raised and given to Cancer Research UK, the charity whose logo was made by tutor group 7-Pho-4. Well done to
everyone involved.

Winning entry by tutor group 7-Pho-4
(left)

Other entries
(right)

PHASE : FOUR DANCE SHOW

Once again, the dance department presented a highly enjoyable evening of dance, with performances from students across the school in
Years 7 to 13. Students worked exceptionally hard in classes, companies and in their free time to present a wide range of performances in
different styles. This show also contained a large number of dances created entirely by the students, demonstrating their creativity and
commitment.
We are currently looking for more students to join our dance companies, with opportunities to perform, learn new skills, try different dance
styles and have fun with current and new friends. If you might be interested, come to the dance studio from 3.00 to 4.00pm on the following
days: Year 7: Monday, Years 8-11: Thursday, Boys only: Friday. If you have any questions, please speak to Miss White.

SWALE DANCE FEVER 2020
On 17 January, Year 10 dance students travelled to Eastbourne to take part in Swale Dance Fever. This event is an opportunity for all
schools in the trust to share a dance work of their choice in an evening of high quality performance. This year we looked at the topic of
stress to teenagers surrounding the areas of image and pressures to look or act in a certain way. Dance students explored these topics in
lessons and worked with Miss White to create an engaging performance, with aspects of hip hop and contemporary dance styles.
Our students were fantastic ambassadors for the school, performing with confidence and supporting all other schools throughout the day.
While the day was focused on performance and sharing ideas, each school received an award; this year we were commended on our use
of music, where the dancers used their musically to help them to communicate their theme. We are incredibly proud of all the students,
and for many this was their first performance outside the school.

DRAMA NIGHT 2020

On 16 January, the drama department held their annual Drama Night. This is an evening filled with class work and performances created in
our many weekly extracurricular clubs. The cast list includes students from Year 7 right up to Year 13 and shows a wonderful range of talents
across musical theatre, verbatim, contemporary dance and comedy. Particularly lauded performances included Key Stage 3 Acting club’s
‘Five Ways to Survive the End of the World’, a comedy about what could happen when everything goes wrong; filming clubs ‘Little Lunch’,
a pre-recorded piece based on what can happen in school; and Verbatim clubs ‘Climate Change’, a piece about young people and their
concerns for the environment.
Department prizes were awarded and the winners are:
Key Stage 3 Drama Star Award - Lucy P, Year 8
Key Stage 4 Drama Star Award - Zachary S, Year 11
Key Stage 5 Drama Star Award - Nicola P, Year 13
Awards due to be presented to students at the end of this school year are still up for grabs! These include:
Best Actor Award
Best Deviser Award
Best Collaborator Award
and our big prize
TSS Drama Student of the Year

YOUTH PROGRAMME: THE NATIONAL THEATRE
NT Connections is the National Theatre’s nationwide Youth Theatre Festival. Each year it offers a unique opportunity for youth theatres and
school theatre groups to stage new plays written for young people by some of theatre’s most exciting playwrights, and to perform in
leading theatres across the UK.
The National Theatre commissions ten new plays for young people to perform, bringing together some of the UK’s most exciting writers with
the theatre-makers of tomorrow. Gulbenkian is one of three-hundred UK youth theatre companies producing a Connections play this year,
and if successful they will go on to perform The Marxist in Heaven at the National Theatre in London.
We are ecstatic to have four of our young people involved in the show this year: Samuel G, Year 9; Cerys R, Year 11; Alex D, Year 13 and
Meghan H, Year 12. These students have worked, and continue to work, incredibly hard in rehearsals and are a credit to their families,
themselves and our school.
The show has two performances in the Gulbenkian Theatre at the University of Kent on 1 March and 2 March and tickets are available from
the Gulbenkian website. The show then transfers to the Marlowe Studio Theatre in Canterbury on 3 May. All show times are 7.30pm.

The Marxist
The eponymous protagonist ‘wakes up’ in paradise and once they get over the shock of this fundamental contradiction of everything they
believe in…..they get straight back to work….and continue their lifelong struggle for equality and fairness for all….even in death.
Funny, playful, provocative, pertinent and jam-packed with discourse, disputes, deities and disco-dancing by the bucketful, this upbeat
buoyant allegory shines its holy light on globalization and asks the salient questions – who are we and what are we doing to
ourselves?…..and what conditioner do you use on your hair?

https://thegulbenkian.co.uk

THE SKILLS CENTRE OPEN EVENING
On Thursday 30 January, The Skills Centre held their Open Evening for prospective students and their parents and carers. The event was a
huge success, with potential new students visiting us from several local schools including The Sittingbourne School, Westlands, The Whitstable
School, Oasis Academy and the Lenham School.
Tours of the kitchen and salons were well received by our visitors who gave us some fabulous feedback about our facilities. Parents and
carers in particular were extremely impressed by our volunteer tour guides on the evening who performed exceptionally well and were a
credit to the school and themselves.
A number of new customers attended the hair and beauty salon which allowed several of our students to complete assessments towards
their qualifications. Below are a few photographs taken on the night which include acrylic nails, pedicure, rope twisted pinwheel bun,
Dutch braids, lashes, curls, caramel & bacon Chelsea buns, pineapple jelly doughnuts and chocolate & hazelnut Chelsea buns.

CULTURAL CORNER: a glimpse into traditions from France and further afield
Studying a Modern Foreign Language includes learning about the culture and traditions of the country.
This term, we celebrated ‘la Chandeleur’.
What is ‘la Chandeleur’?
‘La Chandeleur’ is celebrated on 2 February. It's a religious holiday that nowadays basically just involves people eating a lot of pancakes – or
crêpes, as the French call them. The date actually marks when Jesus was presented at the temple in Jerusalem.
It's said that in the 5th century, Pope Gelasius I started the Festival des Chandelles (the Festival of Candles) on this date, a candlelit procession
through the streets of Rome that ended with the blessed candles being placed in the churches.
Before becoming a religious holiday, Chandeleur stemmed from several pagan traditions celebrating the fertility of the earth and the
beginning of the end of winter.
Why crêpes?
In short, it was a good way to use up the extra wheat ahead of the new harvest. And symbolically, it looks like a sun, so it was a reason to
rejoice as the days started to get longer.
So what do the French eat on Pancake Day?
Not pancakes! Shrove Tuesday, when many other people around the world are eating pancakes, is called Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) in France
and is more associated with eating fatty foods - traditionally ahead of the fasting that begins on Ash Wednesday.
Superstitions and sayings linked to la Chandeleur:
It’s recommended that you flip the crêpe in the pan with your right hand while holding a piece of gold in your left - for good luck of course.
Another old tradition also saw people putting the first crêpe in a drawer or on top of a wardrobe to attract prosperity for the coming year.
‘Quand il pleut pour la Chandeleur, il pleut pendant quarante jours’ = If it rains on Chandeleur, it will rain for 40 days.
‘Soleil de la Chandeleur, annonce hiver et malheur’ = if it is sunny on Chandeleur it will bring a longer winter and bad luck.
‘Quand la Chandeleur est claire, l’hiver est par derrière" = it is a clear day on Chandeleur, winter is behind us.
‘Chandeleur couverte, quarante jours de perte = if it is cloudy on Chandeleur, there will be another 40 days of winter.

TUNSTALL PRIMARY SCHOOL @ TSS
As part of our STEM outreach programme, TSS supported Tunstall Primary School with their Science Week which
focused on the human body. To support this, Mr Bedford and Mrs Watson delivered an interactive science
demonstration focusing on the organs in the human body. This included dissecting a heart, lungs and a fish. This
allowed students to see how these organs keep the body alive and how aquatic organisms are able to survive
underwater.
Towards the end of the week, sixty students from Year 5 and 6 visited TSS to take part in our Jungle Survivor experience. The event promoted
group work and collaboration, where students used a variety of different resources to work out the best way to survive on a deserted island.
Students had the opportunity to experience virtual reality, interactive games and using Google for Education software to support them with
their mission.
Both events were extremely successful and we look forward to working on other projects with Tunstall Primary School in the future.

SPORTING NEWS!
INTER-COMMUNITY NETBALL COMPETITION
Over the last 4 weeks, the girls across Years 7 to 10 have been competing in the Netball Inter-Community Competition.
This week saw a big win from the Year 10 Phoenix girls, beating Orion 11-0, with an unfortunate no entry from Aquila for a
second time running. Phoenix and Orion have been the main contenders throughout the 4 weeks of completing and it
has been very close between the two communities each week.
However there can only be one winner.... the overall Inter-Community Netball winners are Phoenix with an overall score of 39 points! Orion
closely followed with 36 points in 2nd place, and in 3rd place we have Aquila with 9 points, due to only the Year 8s entering a team. Well
done to the Year 8 Aquila team for a fantastic effort.
Thank you to all the teams who have competed. There will be more competitions coming up next term so please talk to your Sports
Captains if you are interested in competing.

INTER-COMMUNITY BASKETBALL COMPETITION
This term saw the inter-community competition look at Basketball. This was really popular,
with competitions taking place over four weeks, starting with Year 7 and ending with Year
10. During the first week, Phoenix started strongly. They came out on top with Orion and
Aquila in second and third place respectively. During week 2, Phoenix were again the
winners. They beat both Aquila and Orion; with Aquila beating Orion to take second
place. Year 9 Orion took top spot, with Phoenix in second and Aquila in third. Finally,
Phoenix took the spoils in Year 10 beating Orion 25-20, with Aquila coming third.
A big thank you to Osa I and Mofi A who refereed the Year 7, 8 and 9 tournaments to a
really high standard.
Due to the high level of skill in Year 10, we have arranged a basketball fixture against
Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School in Faversham and will report on the result in the next
newsletter.

SPORTING NEWS!
ARCHERY RESULTS
This term has been a good time for the club, with developments at the school as well as taking part in a number of competitions. The year
began with the County Indoor Championships. This event is broken into three sessions starting at 9.00am. We took part in the first session and
the club won all the categories with notable rounds by Ronnie A and Matthew M. By the end of the day when results had been published the
club had taken two golds, three silvers and a bronze. Well done to all seventeen junior archers and thirteen senior archers who took part.
Two archers from the club have previously received sponsorship
from Swale Youth Development Fund and this term another
archer Ronnie A has been lucky enough to receive sponsorship
from them allowing her to buy her own equipment. The SYDF
previously sponsored Mia M and Issac T. Both young people
have subsequently improved and are being considered to
represent Kent County Archery at this month's Home Counties
event being hosted at TSS.
Thanks to the club seniors for fitting a new lighting system to the
archery wall giving us a national standard training venue and
making it possible to provide high-quality coaching for all the
juniors.
And finally, a very big well done to Mia M for being invited to
shoot at the National Junior Master Archery Championships later
in the year. So to the future and the preparation for the club to
shoot outdoors again...

PE CLUBS FOR TERM 4
Monday - Basketball & Gym Club
Tuesday - Rugby
Wednesday - Table tennis & Gym Club
Thursday - Gym Club
All clubs run from 3.00pm to 4.00pm - students should bring their PE kit and a bottle of water please.

USEFUL INFORMATION
EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS: TERM 4

HOMEWORK HELP AND INDEPENDENT LEARNING
Student Ambassadors’ Support: library 8.00-8.30am every morning.
Resources and assistance are available to all students in the school library before school, at break, at lunch and after school.
Students should be doing Independent Learning every week. Core subjects set Independent Learning on a weekly basis. Most of this
learning can be done on Google Classrooms which parents can access using their child’s login. If your child has any technical issues, please
ask them to email Mr Williams, shane.williams@swale.at. If they have any other issues regarding independent learning, please ask them to
email Miss Mynott, heather.mynott@swale.at.

USEFUL INFORMATION
SCHOOL TIMINGS
Year 7 to Year 11

Sixth Form

Period

Start

End

Period

Start

End

Period 1

8.40am

9.40am

Period 1

8.40am

9.40am

Period 2

9.40am

10.40am

Period 2

9.40am

10.40am

Break

10.40am

11.10am

Break

10.40am

11.10am

Period 3

11.10am

12.10pm

Period 3

11.10am

12.10pm

Period 4

12.10pm

1.10pm

Lunch & travel

12.10pm

1.00pm

Lunch

1.10pm

1.40pm

Period 4a

1.00pm

2.00pm

Tutor

1.40pm

2.00pm

Period 5

2.00pm

3.00pm

Period 5

2.00pm

3.00pm

COMMUNITY STRUCTURE
AQUILA:

Principal: Mr D Clarke

Vice Principal: Mr R Dengate/Mrs C Hills

Aquila Pupil Support Manager: Mr T Ayed

ORION:

Principal: Mr J Crofskey

Vice Principal: Mr A Ball

Orion Pupil Support Manager: Miss K Hilton

PHOENIX:

Principal: Mrs T Harvey

Vice Principal: Mrs D Mulhall

Phoenix Pupil Support Manager: Mr M Judd

ARCHER Year 11 Lead: Miss S Catt

Year 11 Learning Leader: Miss L Allum

Year 11 Pupil Support Manager: Miss G Povey

ARCHER Sixth Form : Principal: Mrs J Noble

Vice Principal: Mr D Collins

Sixth Form Pupil Support Manager: Mr M Harvey

Full contact details for community staff can be found on our school website under Information/Contacts.

USEFUL INFORMATION
IMPORTANT BUS PASS ADVICE
We are hearing of an increasing number of students who are having difficulties scanning their bus pass on transport supplied by TravelMaster.
KCC Transport insist that TravelMaster take back any pass that does not work. Parents then need to immediately apply to KCC for a
replacement pass. We appreciate that this presents a difficult and frustrating situation for students and parents/carers, but unfortunately it is
beyond the school’s control.
The advice from KCC to protect your child’s bus pass is to:
●
●
●

Keep the pass away from mobile phones.
Keep it away from direct heat.
Avoid bending the card.

If your child experiences difficulties scanning their pass on the bus, please speak to KCC immediately as a replacement will be necessary.
To request a replacement bus pass call 03000 41 84 84 with your child’s name, address and school. The cost for a replacement pass is
£10.00 per replacement (you can have up to three replacement passes per school year).

USEFUL INFORMATION
ATTENDANCE INFORMATION
Absence procedure: If your child is unable to attend school, please inform the Attendance Officer via email or telephone as soon as possible.
Medical appointments: If your child has a medical appointment, please ensure you bring them into school before/after the appointment to
ensure their attendance percentage is maintained above 96%. Evidence must be provided for all appointments to ensure the absence is
authorised. Where possible, please try to make appointments for after school.
Attendance Team:
Mrs O Wheeler, Assistant Headteacher & Attendance Lead: T: 01795 472449 extension 231, E: orla.wheeler@swale.at
Ms C Cox, Attendance Officer: T: 01795 472449 extension 232, E: cherise.cox@swale.at
Ms T Morris, SEAAS Officer: T: 07983 394 789, E: tinamorris@seaas.co.uk

SCHOOL UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS
There is an expectation that all our students attend school in the full and correct school uniform. We also ask that they bring the correct
equipment for their day. Please encourage your child to look smart and be prepared for school every day. Our Uniform Policy is available to
review on our school website. Jewellery of any kind is not permitted in school. Should you child be found wearing items of jewellery, these will
be confiscated and a parent/carer will need to come into school to collect. Wrist watches are allowed. Please ensure your child is aware of
this expectation to avoid any confiscations.

PE UNIFORM
The TSS PE kit is available to order online directly from Watermelon Workwear via their website www.watermelonworkwear.co.uk. We expect all
students to be wearing the new compulsory items from the PE kit listed below. For your ease, kit orders can be delivered direct to your home or
to school for your child to collect.
Our PE kit can also be purchased in store or online at Forsters School Outfitters www.forsterskent.co.uk/the-sittingbourne-school-209-c.asp.
Compulsory items required by all students are: unisex t-shirt or fitted top and shorts and/or tracksuit bottoms. Additional non-compulsory items
are available to purchase: sports leggings and unisex base layer. * Year 10 students need only purchase a PE t-shirt.

USEFUL INFORMATION
DO WE HAVE YOUR UP TO DATE CONTACT DETAILS?
We value your support and active involvement in our learning community. In order to ensure you do not miss out on valuable information,
please inform the school as soon as possible with any changes (including new email address or mobile number). Please note: according to
new guidance called Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2018) the school is required to have at least two emergency contacts
with a current telephone number for every student. An inactive phone number could lead to your child not being safe or the school needing
to contact the police in case of an emergency. It is your responsibility to inform the school of any changes in your emergency contact
numbers.
All newsletters, school reports, letters, etc. are sent to you via email only. Please therefore ensure that you have given us your up to date email
address and check this regularly for our communications. Without this, you could miss out on vital information. We will continue to add
information on our website. If you have not given us your email address, please urgently send an email to the address below stating your full
name as well as your child’s full name and their date of birth. Thank you for supporting us in our drive to make communication more efficient
and environmentally friendly. tss-office@swale.at

EDULINK ONE
Please remember to sign up to the Eduline One app, a mobile app that allows teachers, parents and students to
communicate and access information in one place. We know that strong communication links are vital and this is one
of our key objectives.

TELEPHONE CALLS, REQUESTS FOR APPOINTMENTS, DROP-IN SESSIONS AND MEETINGS
We aim to respond to phone calls and messages promptly and will do so within a 24 hour period where possible and
appropriate.
The earliest daily appointment slot with any member of staff would be 8.00am, the last daily appointment is 5.15pm.
Headteacher Drop-in Sessions run weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8.40am and 9.40am. These are the only
appointments that do not need to be booked ahead.
If you wish to make an appointment with a member of staff please contact the school office who will be happy to
take a message and pass this to the relevant person to contact you. We are unable to accept ‘no notice’
appointments (with the exception of the Headteacher Drop-in Sessions).

USEFUL INFORMATION
PARENTS’ EVENING DATES
Parents’ Evenings are a time for you to speak to your child’s teachers about their progress and we encourage all parents/carers to attend
these important events. Parents’ Evenings will take place from 3.45pm to 6.45pm on the dates listed below. Information regarding how to
book teacher appointments on the Edulink app will be sent via email to parents/carers nearer to the relevant dates.
Year 11:
Year 8:
Year 7:
Year 12:
Year 10:
Year 13:

Thursday 10 October 2019 (Parents Evening +)
Thursday 14 November 2019
Thursday 28 November 2019
Thursday 5 December 2019 @ TSS (Wednesday 4 December for Westlands subjects)
Thursday 23 January 2020
Thursday 6 February 2020 @ TSS (Wednesday 5 February for Westlands subjects)

Year 9:
Year 10:

Thursday 12 March 2020
Tuesday 31 March 2020 (preparation for Year 11)

TERM DATES FOR 2019 TO 2020
TERM 1
Term 1 starts: Tuesday 27 August 2019
Term 1 ends: Friday 11 October 2019
Staff development day: Tuesday 27 August 2019
Year 7 only – Wednesday 28 August 2019
New Year 12 Enrolment and Induction Day: Wednesday 28 August 2019
Whole school to start back on Thursday 29 August 2019 (Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13)
Year 12 lessons begin on Monday 2 September 2019
School holiday: Monday 14 October to Friday 25 October 2019

TERM 2
Term 2 starts: Monday 28 October 2019
Term 2 ends: Wednesday 18 December 2019
Staff development day: Friday 22 November 2019
School holiday: Thursday 19 December 2019 to Friday 3 January 2020

TERM 3
Term 3 starts: Monday 6 January 2020
Term 3 ends: Friday 14 February 2020
School holiday: Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February 2020

TERM DATES FOR 2019 TO 2020
TERM 4
Term 4 starts: Monday 24 February 2020
Term 4 ends: Wednesday 1 April 2020
School holiday: Thursday 2 April to Wednesday 15 April 2020

TERM 5
Term 5 starts: Thursday 16 April 2020
Term 5 ends: Friday 22 May 2020
School holiday: Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May 2020

TERM 6
Term 6 starts: Monday 1 June 2020
Term 6 ends: Thursday 23 July 2020
Staff development days: Monday 29 June, Tuesday 30 June and Thursday 23 July 2020
Please note official government changes to the Bank holiday that was scheduled for 4 May 2020. This has been moved to Friday 8 May 2020 to
coincide with VE Day Celebrations.

TERM DATES FOR 2020 TO 2021
TERM 1
Term 1 starts: Tuesday 1 September 2020
Term 1 ends: Friday 23 October 2020
Staff development days: Tuesday 1 September and Friday 23 October 2020 (provisional)
School holiday: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020

TERM 2
Term 2 starts: Monday 2 November 2020
Term 2 ends: Friday 18 December 2020
Staff development day: Friday 20 November 2020 (provisional)
School holiday: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021

TERM 3
Term 3 starts: Monday 4 January 2021
Term 3 ends: Friday 12 February 2021
School holiday: Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February 2021

TERM DATES FOR 2020 TO 2021
TERM 4
Term 4 starts: Monday 22 February 2021
Term 4 ends: Thursday 1 April 2021
Staff development day: Monday 22 February 2021 (provisional)
School holiday: Friday 2 April to Friday 16 April 2021

TERM 5
Term 5 starts: Monday 19 April 2021
Term 5 ends: Friday 28 May 2021
School holiday: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021

TERM 6
Term 6 starts: Monday 7 June 2021
Term 6 ends: Wednesday 21 July 2021
Staff development day: Friday 2 July 2021 (provisional)

Full term details can be found on our website

TERM 3 NEWSLETTER

